
It's the end of the line
 
but here there's some
 
help for the homeless
 
As the freezinQ weather 
returns there is a new 
team determined to 
spread some joy amonQ 
the city's homeless 
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ON A free1:lng night when the 
drizzle or rain threatens to 
become snow, two kind men 
leave a warm office In Milton 
to head out onto the streets 
of Portsmouth to search out 
homeless people to help. 

Jamie Hutchinson and 
Marc Waghom don fluores· 
cent yeilow jackets and climb 
Into the while van which 
represents a lifeUne for many 
people fighting to survive on 
the city streets. 

The pair are part of a new 
service called OutreaCh, 
which offers people sleep· 
ing rough a bed, hot bath or 
shower. clean clothes and a 
hot meal for the night. 

They go out around 7pm to 
what has become a pick-up 
point - the Post Office near 
Commercial Road. There a 
huddle of six men and women 
are waiting to escape the cold, 
filth and danger for one night 
of warmth and safety. They 
greet Marc and Jamie like old 
friends, eager to climb Into 
the van and out of the rain, 

They are taken to Mill 
House In Milton Road, where 
a new room bas been set up 
with eight beds In a row, 
People choose their beds and 
start putting on fresh sheets 
and pillow cases wh.ich are 
laid out ready. Some go 
straight Into a brightly lit 
kitchen to make warming 
tea or coffee - others settle In 
front of the television, 

One young man, who must 
be around 20, runs over to an 
upright radiator and presses 
his whole body against it, 
soaking up the warmth. 

This is what Outreach has 
been set up for - to offer people 
a place for a night or two, and 
get them off the streets. It is 
a slx·month pilot scheme run 
by Two Saints housing asso­
ciation and Portsmouth City 
Council. 

It started In October, and so 
far It has given more than 100 
people a bed for a night - and 
helped many find somewhere 
more permanent to go. 

Outreach worker Marc 
said: 'I don't think anybody 
can belleve how qUickly it 
has taken off. 

'There was nothing like 
this In Portsmouth before 
- nowhere people could just 
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NEWS I 
KAREN HALL 

KAREN Hall's life bas bten 
trlnsformtd by OutrNch. 

The 52'yelroold IItd to Ports' 
mouth In September from h.r 
violent partner In London. 

H.r fac. WIS bruls.d, her 
nn,ers frldured Ind her mind 
shlttered when she WIS off.red 
I pllce In I refu91 for women Ind 
children, 

Bat. ulllble to cope with the 
trnml she hid suffered, she 
tlved In Ind IlId I drink - which 
~roke the hostel's rules. She WIS 
kicked oat, she went to Ports' 
mouth City Couldl for help but 
WIS turned IWay, Ind she fould 
herstlf sleepln, on the strHb 
with nowhere to '0. 

'I was sleepl", In the Qrtve­
ylrd tryln, to keep safe - I did 
not wlnt to be rlped: she said, 

'No one Cln rHlly know what 
It's like unless you've been 
there: 

'Once my fttt were soaked - It 
WIS pour'", Ind my shoes hid 
holes In thell. 

'I saw I pllr of wlterproof 
shoes for sale In I shop on offer 
- they were £10. 

'1IlId enou,h money to buy 
them but my feet w.re bltck, 
so I went across the rOid to the 
McDollIld's Ind Wished my fHt 
In the toilet. Thlt Is so dlstust­
InQ, but people Just cln't reilise 
the thin,s you would do to bt 
warm Ind clean-I washed my 
fHt In a toilet Just so I could 
walk Into a shop Ind 91t I pair of 
shoes: 

When she was In the d.pths 
of despllr, Karen helrd she 
could ,et In emerteney bed at 
Outreach. 

'When you're freul", Ind 
nlthy Ind hive nowhere to to, to 
come In here Ind ,et a hot btth, 
dln.er, I cup of ttl Ind to know 
you're slfe • It's like partdlst: 
she Slid. 

'WIlen I hid to I_e In the 
morn In" I would sometimes'0 lato the Wlltln, room at st 
Miry's Hospltll. 

'I'd '0 with I book Ind Just 
enouqll money for I cup of coffee 
from the vendln, IIIchln. Ind 
sit there Ind reid until I could 
COllI' btck Itlln. Iwould r.ld 
for hours Ind try not to disturb 
Inyone: 

Klren spent two weeks sleep­
InQ It Outrtlch every nl,ht, until 
one day she WlS offered I room 
In tke Mill House hostel Rext 
door, She spent Ove weeks there, 
before bel., offered I perml' 
nent homt. 

She's now on I Mike It Work 
course to ttt her blck Into woril 
.nd wlnts to be I Clr.r for older 
paople. 

'I cln't even say how much Two 
Sllnts hIS don. for me: she said. 
'The people here don't Judte 
- th.y clre: 

. 

WARM Mac Mctann wIth a fellow homeless person at Mill House Pkblrts: Allan HutcNn4}S 

MAC MCCANN 
MAC MCCI.n his bee. hOllleless for 23 years. 

Ne IIrst tooll to the strHts whet he WIS Just 
16, Slnee then every n1q1lt his bHn I blttle to 
lind sollewlltre safe to sleep. 

Now he Ills I tent he clrrles on his bldl so 
It IHst he his some shelter when he flces I 
nl,ht on the strttts, 

The 39-year-old Slid: 'I try to nnd Inywhere 
ICln - slttpln, on people's sofas, ,01", from 
one pllce to Inother with nowhere to below,. 

'I carry my tellt wlth me everywhere I to: 
MIC elme to Portsmouth two ytll's Ito Ind 

his been survlvln, here ever slnee. 
But slllCe he Ills dlscovertd OtrtrtIClI. life 

his become I lot elS'er, 
'I'm very hippy: he Slid. 'It's reilly 900d 

for me. Before I bid nothl"" Now there Is It 
Itlst somtwlltre to '0. W1thoat this I woulll be 
homeltss 1,a1n Ind It Is so freezl",. 

'To be Ible to to somewhere warm with I 
bed Is Just rtilly ,ood for me: 

After Just I few nl,hh. the Outrelch tNm 
IIInlted to lind Mlc I room at Mill Houst 
- where peoplt eln stlY Ind ,et help to ,et 
blck on their feet. 

From th.r. he hopes h. will ,.t the help he 
needs to lind somewhere pennlnent to rebuild 
hls life. 
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stay at the Outreach centre 
have to leave by Bam the next 
morning. 

Team leader Jamie said: 
'They can come back each 
night and stay for up to 10 
days, but we try to get them 
to move on wiUtin five or six 
days, 

'We want to help people 
who are serious about getting 
accommodation, so if we find 
them somewhere to stay they 
will take it.' 

He added: 'They can end up 
here because Portsmouth is 
the last stop on the train line. 
It looks good In brochures. 

'Some people don't want to 
leave the streets - they build 
lives for themselves there. 
But many do.' 

The city council has helped 
fund the project by slumping 
up £15,000 for six months for a 
member of statl", and another 
£1,000 to belp kit out the 
rooms at Mill House. 

But It is only a six·month 
pilot scheme, and the money 
runs out in March next year, 
Kevin Amis, manager of Mill 
House, is hoping the funding 
will be extended so this 
beacon of hope for dozens can 
keep going. 

'It started because we said 
we know there are people on 
the streets and we want to do 
something for them,' he said. 

'So we had discussions 
with the city council and 
we thoughI up th Is idea of 
Outreach. With the severe 
weather coming we decided 

we would give it a go - and 
it has been a phenom­

enal success. 
'It sounds old 

fash ioned but 
we care, A lot of 
these people have 
never been loved 

and we care a bout 
them. I hope we can 

continue that.' 

tum up for the night and get 
abed. 

'There are homeless hostels 
and other places, but you 
have to be claiming benefits 
to access them. 

'This is free and people can 
just tum up. Without this 
there is nothing.' 

Since it started most of the 
eight Outreach beds have 
been full every nighl. Some­
times the team have the tough 
task of teillng people there's 
no room left. 

'It can be very difficult,' 
Marc said. 'How do you leave 
a person on a freezing street? 
We won't leave vulnerable 
people - we will bring them 
here even for tea or coffee, 
but we have to turn some 
people away.' 

The people 

OUT 0" THE STREET 
Marc WaQhorn and 
Jamie Hutchison 
with Mac McCann 


